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FLUIDS  
from The Score 

 

D on’t forget to drink plenty of fluids for 
good vocal hygiene! Especially in the hot 
summer months, and without adequate 
hydration, the vocal folds become sticky, 

less pliable, and thus less responsive. When this 
happens, a singer or speaker will often use inap-
propriate muscle tension and overly pushed 
breath support in an attempt to force the voice to 
feel and sound “normal.” 
 
Dryness can also cause the voice to sound hoarse 
and the natural mucous in the body to become 
thicker, therefore harder to clear. Caffeine and al-
cohol also contribute to dryness. Juices and 
herbal teas may be viable options but citrus juices 
may aggravate reflux. Water is your safest bet. 
 
Normally, liquids don’t touch the vocal folds di-
rectly, so the immediate benefits of drinking might 
be relief of surface dryness and flushing of phlegm 
in the mouth and throat. The act of swallowing can 
be relaxing for the larynx. Since it takes about 30 
minutes for the liquids to travel through the body 
and effectively moisten the vocal folds, singers or 
anyone with demands on the voice need to hy-
drate long before actual voice use. Drinking small 
amounts over time is most efficient. 

Come Join In The Fun 
With The 

Big Orange chorus 
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VOCAL EDUCATION SERIES 
Part 6 Words To Sing By 

by Rene Torres 
Masters Of Harmony Chorus 
via The Voice of Rushmore 

 

M uch of the instrumental music of yes-
terday and today evokes moods and 
feelings as you hear it. Unfortunately, 
what it evokes in one person is not 

necessarily what is evoked in another. Even 
when the composer tells you what the mood 
should be – as when you are given a description 
of what is going on (the Grand Canyon Suite or 
The Moldau, for example) – you are still left to 
flounder inside a loose “frame” of music. 
 
Boats upon the river 
 
Only when words are added to a piece of music 
do we begin to have a common ground upon 
which to build a concept, feeling, emotion, or 
mood that can be shared by all. Overall, if it can 
be said that the music is the river, then the words 
are the boats upon it. German composers called 
this the “ring” of words. 
 
So when you first pick up a piece of barbershop 
music that you (or your quartet/chorus) is consid-
ering, the words will have a great deal of influ-
ence on whether you accept or reject it. If it is to 
be part of a repertoire, does it fit? If you are look-
ing for common themes, do the words fit in with 
the theme? Let’s look at words a little closer. 
 
Getting the message across 
 
The first thing a good song should have (text-
wise) is one thought. If more than one thought is 
present, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to 
sing it and still convey your message to the audi-
ence. Check out the words to any hit song and 
you will see that only one message is presented. 
Words should stand on their own. If the words to 
a song are written out as a poem, there should 
be no doubt as to their meaning, even if there is 
no music. 
 
Consider the phrases in the song as distinct yet 

part of the overall whole. Different parts of the 
poem will have their own internal “song” depend-
ing on where in the piece they are placed. The 
message to be conveyed should be stated (as in 
the Introduction), developed, possibly have varia-
tions, and when the song is over, the listener 
should feel that there is “closure” of the thought 
expressed. 
 
Is this a song I want to sing? 
 
To answer this question, first look at the words 
without the music. Is it something you (or your 
group) can sell? Is it in keeping with the image of 
the group? The style of the group? The feelings 
of the group? The occasion (or occasions) where 
it will be primarily sung? 
 
Say the words out loud. Do they have a “ring” to 
them? Do they follow a natural rhythm? Do they 
flow easily? 
 
Write the words out in your own handwriting. 
Flowing the words onto the paper, as opposed to 
pecking away at a keyboard, will help you con-
nect better with the lyrics. As you write, watch for 
stresses in the writing, points of emphasis, 
places where your hand hesitates, where it accel-
erates as you flow with the mood. If there are 
words or phrases you do not understand, look 
them up in a dictionary or thesaurus and write 
their meanings in the margin. This will be of help 
later. 
 
After you have them written down, read the 
words again from your handwritten paper and 
underline those words that deserve (or naturally 
seem to have) emphasis. This will be the begin-
ning of the interpretation of the song as it cries 
out to be sung. 
 
Once you have a plan on paper in the manner 
described above, then play or listen to the music 
written to underlie those words. Say the words 
mentally to check for “fit” with the main thought of 
the piece. Watch for places where the music 
seems to “get in the way” of the words. These 
are places to de-emphasize as you sing. If there 
are places where the music just naturally seems 
to go along with the words (as a well composed 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

piece should), note it as a possible place for em-
phasis as to volume, color, expression, rubato, or 
a musical pause – whichever you determine to 
be most appropriate. 
 
As an added step, you may now wish to physi-
cally write out the words again. This time, you 
should see that mental images form and interpre-
tive nuances begin to emerge as you write. This 
is the beginning of true comprehension of what 
the composer had in mind when he or she was 
conceiving the work. 
 
Now, having a preliminary interpretation 
“worksheet” from which to start, sing the song 
slowly and get the whole “flow” of the piece. With 
this much “homework”, you will find that the song 
has already taken on a personal meaning. It will 
be easier to remember, easier to interpret and, 
as a result, easier to convey to your audience. 
You will have made the song a part of yourself, 
and all that is left to do is give that part of your-
self to the audience as you sing. 
 
If the work is to be sung in a quartet or group, it is 
important that the members of the ensemble gen-
erally agree on the interpretation and motivation 
for the song prior to learning it and committing to 
its performance. 
 
Don’t be afraid if your “interpretation” is not ex-
actly the same as another person’s. Although a 
well-composed work will allow only some leeway 
to the singer, there is always room for freedom of 
expression. Remember Nat King Cole’s rendition 
of “Blue Moon” and the later rock-and-roll ver-
sion? Same song, entirely different renditions. 
But importantly, the same message. 
 
Don’t lose sight of the power of “pre-digesting” a 
song before you commit it to memory. It is easier 
to learn a song you believe in. A little homework 
goes a long way. It’s the difference between a 
good interpretation and a great one. 

IMPROVED SINGING 
by Harvey Kiser 

from InCider Press 
 
‘Being carefree leads to improved singing’ was 
the theme of Ron Black, Harmony University in-
structor for the class of “Care of the Senior 
Voice.” This theme is what I expressed last 
Thursday night when opening our chapter meet-
ing. Being carefree is an attitude of young per-
sons. The class responded to Ron’s challenge 
by having a smile in our eyes with our heads up 
and bodies, neck and throat being relaxed. He 
challenged us to have brilliance in our voices. 
 
We were asked sing neither dark nor bright but 
with brilliance and depth. He asked us to use our 
head cavity above our air source (lungs) to pro-
duce resonant sounds in our head and have a 
youthful vocal production. He worked with us to 
develop breath support so our vowels and 
sounds remained consistent from one to another. 
This helped us from going ‘flat. 
 
Thirty of us in the class sang a unison note. We 
produced an overtone! Hearing the overtone was 
exciting.  
 
If you had been there, you would say that we 
were not sounding like 50-, 60- and 70-year olds. 
This is what Ron told us. We were singing with 
vigor, clarity, resonance, a wider range and bril-
liance. Singing like this came because it came 
from the effect of a changed attitude. 
 
Next we sang scales, ‘peal offs’ and five-chords. 
‘Peal offs’ are what Don had us doing last Thurs-
day of going part way up and down on a scale 
and then singing the entire scale. Ron Black re-
minded that we need not go down as far as we 
think to sing a ½ step lower, and we need to go 
higher than we think when singing a ½ step 
higher. The sound was marvelous when we ac-
complished the appropriate interval move.. 
 
We became melodic singers singing -- every part 
and every person sang to the tonal center in our 
chords. We could hear the ringing of chords 
throughout the singing of “My Wild Irish Rose.” 
‘Wow’ to carefree singing! 

VOCAL EDUCATION SERIES 
Part 6 (continued) 
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BOARD SUMMARY 
by Tim Walton 

 
The August meeting was called to order at 7:16 
on 12 Aug at the YMCA.  Board members pre-
sent were Jerry Johnson, Mike Sobolewski, Ken 
Moyer, Bill Vockell, Tim Walton, and John Alex-
ander.  Other members present included Pat 
Eimers. 
 
President Jerry made a few opening remarks.  In 
the absence of our Recording Secretary, Tim 
Walton volunteered to act in his stead.  June min-
utes were received and approved as ammended.  
July minutes were not readily available. 
 
The agenda was reviewed and updated. 
 
Orange jacket disposition was discussed.  If not 
picked up by the end of the month, they will be 
discarded. 
 
Camp Forte was discussed.  Action items were 
assigned. 
 
Chamber of Commerce membership was dis-
cussed.  Proposal rejected. 
 
Website calendar maintenance was discussed.  
Action items were assigned. 
 
Vacant board positions were discussed.  Action 
items were assigned. 
 
Budget and Fundraising status were discussed.  
Further information is required. 
 
Expense reimbursement was discussed.  Action 
items were assigned. 
 
Barbershop Town Meeting was discussed.  Ac-
tion items were assigned. 
 
Music Report included discussion of the Mentor-
ing Quartet  Program. 
 
Membership Report included discussion of 5 new 
member applications.  All were approved pending 
final quartet auditions. 
 

Bulletin Report included discussion of the lack of 
articles from within (and about) the chapter.  Sup-
port was promised. 
 
The Board adjourned at 9:42. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
HYDRATION 

by Jim DeBusman 
from On The QT 

 

N ext to supporting your vocal tone with 
warm air, water is another substance 
that is most necessary to our success 
as a singer. We must keep our instru-

ment lubricated, especially as we find ourselves 
performing more in communities, doing singing 
valentines, and right in the middle of another con-
test season. If we don’t drink enough water, we 
will not provide lubrication for our voices. Thus, 
the more we sing, we could possibly acquire 
some soreness in our throats that could lead to 
laryngitis. 
 
Studies prove that we need to drink at least eight 
eight-ounce glasses of water per day as a mini-
mum for a grown adult. For every 10 pounds that 
we are overweight, we need to drink one more 
glass per day. 
 
You may wonder, “If I drink this much, won’t I 
constantly be running to the bathroom?” Initially, 
yes. However, after a few weeks, our bladders 
adjust, and we will urinate less frequently but in 
larger amounts. By consuming these eight or 
more glasses of water, we will be well on our way 
to having a more consistent and healthier voice. 
 
So, along with your recording device next week, 
make certain you bring a bottle of water to your 
chapter meeting as well. It will make a difference. 
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HARMONY MARKETPLACE  
from the Sunshinenet 

 

O ne of the highlights of any Barbershop 
convention is wandering through the 
Harmony Marketplace in the host hotel. 
When you've forgotten your lanyard for 

the umpteenth time and want to a buy another 
one to hold your convention badge, you need the 
Harmony Marketplace. 
 
But the Harmony Marketplace doesn't run itself. 
The Harmony Marketplace needs a few good 
men and women to help organize the room and 
conduct the sales. These volunteer members 
need to be in the room as much as possible to 
make sure everyone gets what they need when-
they need it. 
 
Previously, this has been a Chapter's chance to 
make the convention experience more fun for 
your fellow Barbershoppers. You may have no-
ticed Chapters haven't been volunteering on a 
regular basis. Our District needs a reliable, con-
sistent Harmony Marketplace presence that eve-
ryone can count on at every convention. 
 
As you know, Sunshine District has a crack Con-
vention Team, headed by our Director of Con-
ventions, David Hanser. These volunteers put in 
countless hours behind the scenes so that you 
enjoy every minute and every aspect of your con-
vention experience. What you don't know, is that 
David has a new idea and you're the first to hear 
about it. David is going to add a new committee 
to the Convention Team: 
 
Sunshine District Harmony Marketplace Commit-
tee. 
 
The HMC will consist of a Manager and assis-
tant, with two or more store clerks at minimum. It 
will be their job to set up, man, and break down 
the District's Harmony Marketplace at every con-
vention. As members of the Convention Team, 
these volunteers will receive Convention perks to 
be discussed personally with David Hanser. The 
hours of the District Harmony Marketplace will be 
set to allow these volunteers to provide the maxi-
mum amount of service to convention attendees 

while still permitting the Marketplace workers to 
attend all the contests and shows. 
 
HMC members need to be able to lift boxes, ar-
range products seductively, answer questions, 
process credit cards and checks, make change, 
and have basic computer experience with Excel 
[spreadsheet] knowledge required. 
 
The first appearance of this new Convention 
Team group is tentatively scheduled for the 2008 
Fall Convention in Jacksonville at the Omni Ho-
tel. The first Manager will be David Hanser who 
has helped to run the Harmony Marketplace sev-
eral times for his own Chapter in the past. He will 
be training the next Manager and Assistant Man-
agers for future conventions. He needs YOUR 
help. 
 
So what can you do about it, I hear you cry? Sim-
ple. Contact our District Director of Conventions, 
David Hanser, and let him know that you want to 
volunteer for this critical job on the Convention 
Team. 
 
October 10th will be here before you know it so 
talk to yourself and contact David as soon as 
possible. Don't wait! Some other enterprising 
Sunshiner might beat you to it. 
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MIDWINTER IS COMING 
from Livewire 

 

J oin other barbershoppers in beautiful Pasa-
dena, California, from Jan. 27 – Feb. 1, 2009, 
woodshed with old friends, make some new 
ones, and get ready for a memorable Midwin-

ter Convention! See the best senior quartets from 
far and wide as they compete for the coveted 
Senior Quartet Championship. It was widely ac-
claimed last year, so back by popular demand, 
you can enjoy the 2nd Annual International Youth 
Chorus Festival. It is sure to amaze and inspire 
as we get an injection of young blood . Enjoy a 
parade of our best medalists as they perform in 
the Show of Champions on Saturday night.  
 
This is the Society's first time in Pasadena and 
the average daily temperature is 68 degrees – 
Los Angeles and Anaheim are within a short 
drive for major tourist attractions like Disney-
land – bring the whole family! Register now and 
select your seat online.  
 
Go to: www.barbershop.org/midwinter and get all 
the details.  

THE SATURDAY EVENING 
POST FEATURES BARBERSHOP 

HARMONY SOCIETY 

from Livewire 
 

N orman Rockwell Would be Proud! 
 
The September/October edition of The 
Saturday Evening Post (the magazine, 

not the quartet) has a substantial feature about 
barbershop music and the Barbershop Harmony 
Society! Alanna Nash, a well-known music jour-
nalist and author who has written a number of 
biographies including several about Elvis Presley 
and Dolly Parton, spent an afternoon at head-
quarters interviewing Ed Watson, Todd Wilson, 
and Rick Spencer, and also did a number of 
phone interviews with Society members. The 
SEP descended from The Pennsylvania Gazette, 
which was founded by Benjamin Franklin in 
1729. It was first published as a four page news-
paper and then as a magazine, and launched the 
career of artist Norman Rockwell, whose 
“Barbershop Quartet” cover illustration graces 
many a member’s wall. Prominent editor George 
Lorimer discovered Rockwell, then 22, in 1916 
and commissioned two covers from the unknown 
artist, as well as an additional 322 cover and nu-
merous illustrations until 1963. Go to www.
saturdayeveningpost.com/ as the entire article 
will be posted soon on the website. 

© SEPS Licensed by The Saturday Evening Post 
Society 

Your 
article 
could be 

here... 
Write one 

today... 
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HARMONY U AND YOU 

by John Loucks  
 

W ow! 
 
For several years, I envied those who 
could attend the annual Harmony 

University in St. Joseph's MO but couldn't imag-
ine taking a week vacation to attend. Circum-
stances opened up for me about a week before 
HU, so I late registered. To spend a solid week 
with Barbershoppers from all over the world, im-
mersed with music education and singing in 
every corner. what could be better?! 
 
I won't take your time to share everything, but 
here are a couple of the 'gold medal moments' of 
my week: 
 
Thursday, late ( around 1:30 am), it was down to 
around 20 guys in the cafeteria around the rem-
nants of ice cream. I saw it coming. Joe Con-
nolly, Brandon Guyton, and Lunchbreak ("Mr Po-
tato-head tenor, Shane Scott; bari Drew Ellis-
need I say more!) were standing in a square. Joe 
arrived Thursday night but hadn't been singing.  
 
I edged in sideways so my right ear was directly 
across from Joe, between bari and bass.I was 
practically IN the quartet. and they sang an entire 
song, There's a New Gang on the Corner. Joe 
was masterful, no, incredible, as always. We 
were enveloped and thrilled as this 'pickup' quar-
tet performed just for themselves. This is a mem-
ory that will stay with me forever. What a tag. 

 
Seizing an opportunity 
and not to be outdone, 
tenor Tim Waurick 
tapped out Shane, 
Pookie (I think he is 
from Mid-Atlantic, a 
c h a r i s m a t i c 
African American direc-
tor with a HUGE voice) 
and college-champ fi-

nalist bass (sorry, lost the name) replaced Bran-
don and Drew and RANG the snot out of the tag 
to Last Night was the End of the World. High and 
LOUD, but certainly not tasteless. That was it. 

They all laughed, thrilled, and called it a night. 
How could you top that? 
 
Saturday night after the afterglow, I spotted 
MaxQ standing in an unusually tight square. 
Greg was the man out. As I edged closer, I real-
ized they were singing with Bill (sorry I don't re-
member his last name), a fellow Extreme Quartet 
Brigade member. Bill is a gregarious fellow, good 
tenor, who was 2 pounds at birth. Like many pre-
mies of that era, he lost his eye-sight due to lack 
of oxygen deprivation and is totally blind. MaxQ 
crowded around him and sang Sweet and Lovely.  
 
Jeff Oxley, Tony and Larry-Jerry- Barry, I mean 
Gary Lewis, sang as if they were on stage liter-
ally a foot from this blind-mans' ear. I noticed 
Tony reach out and put Bills hand on his shoul-
der so that not only were they physically close, 
but it gave Bill the chance to _feel_ Tony as he 
interpreted. Jeff did likewise, almost as an em-
brace, as he enveloped the quartet with the rich-
ness of his bass. It was such a special moment I 
literally welled up with tears. Our Society 
Champs, after a full Show and Afterglow taking 
the time to sing a Pole Cat with Joe Barbershop-
per. How special is that? Wow! 
 
Now a quick pitch about my HU Extreme Quartet 
Brigade experience. 
 
Listen up all you quartet guys. Extreme Quartet 
Brigade is the best experience I have ever had 
barbershopping.  
 
The objective of XQB is to gather as many men 

as possible who 
are prepared to 
sing 10-12 cham-
pion-level ar-
r a n g e m e n t s . 
There is a random 
draw contes t 
(random song and 
random quartet 
members, what a 
hoot) plus we 
opened the Satur-

day Show with three songs (Michigan Jake set: 
Dinah, You're Too Marvelous for Words, Louise). 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 
But the real opportunity is to SING throughout the 
convention. Every night of HU, I was able to  
SING something other than polecats and tags 
with guys that knew their parts. Literally scores of 
combinations. Other attendees noticed all the 
singing going on and that we were singing 
SONGS, good songs. Music education is great. 
but singing is life! The XQB made the whole 
week more fun. 
 
Coming in Third Place out of 18 competing quar-
tets was an honor for me (oops, only allowed 20 
minutes of bragging.) but frankly, the "luck of the 
draw' is the most important factor to how well a 
quartet performs. We all know a quartet is only 
as good as its weakest member. You only have 
about an hour to prepare for each round of con-
tests. You don't pick the guys you sing with or the 
songs you sing, but since everyone knows their 
part, and the Brigade is composed with experi-
enced quartetters, some good stuff happens. 
 
One last bit of bragging.  
 
With the introduction of Harmony University XBQ, 
there are now four Brigades--NC, Indiana and 
Mid-Atlantic- -dating back to the first Brigade in 
1992. A select group of only four men had 
achieved the status of XQB Tramp. An Extreme 
Brigade Tramp is a guy that manages to sing at 
least one Brigade song with every man of each 
part. 
 
Bill Van (oops don't know his name, he's from 
Chicago) informed me that I have joined this very 
select group as an Official Extreme Quartet Bri-
gade Tramp. Yes, cruising the halls until 4 am at 
Division and District looking for ANYONE to sing 
with me gave me good preparation for this ac-
complishment. 
 
Brigades are open to men, from any district, that 
will learn his part and travel to the event. HU was 
my first Brigade, but it certainly will not be my 
last. If you haven't yet tried it, you should join an 
Extreme Quartet Brigade. 

 
Looking forward to singing with YOU! 
 
XQB Tramp (and proud of it!) 

HARMONY U AND YOU 
(continued) 

NEW YOUTH 
MEMBERHIP PLAN 

from LiveWire 
 

S top the presses! Effective January 1, 
2009, per the Society Board of Directors, 
there is a NEW YOUTH MEMBERSHIP 
PLAN. The plan is this: There is no 

longer a student classification from this point for-
ward. We have a new Youth 1 category that in-
cludes all men ages 25 and younger. The three 
key highlights of the plan are: 
 
• Join the Society for $10, period (the $10 cov-

ers the processing and enrollment fee, and 
materials sent to the new member). 

 
• Each subsequent year remains ½ regular 

member dues until the year in which he turns 
26. 

 
• There is no longer a “student” classification. 

All regular members over 25 years of age 
pay full membership dues, and all senior 
members still pay ½ price dues. 
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REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 
Thu       04 Sep      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    08 Sep      San Jose Church of Christ 
Fri*       12 Sep     Camp Forte 
Sat*      13 Sep     Camp Forte 
Sun*     14 Sep     Camp Forte 
Thu       18 Sep      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    22 Sep     San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       25 Sep      San Jose Church of Christ 
 
Thu       02 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    06 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       09 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       16 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    20 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       23 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       30 Oct      San Jose Church of Christ 
 
Mon*    03 Nov     San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       13 Nov     San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       20 Nov     San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    24 Nov     San Jose Church of Christ 

DISTRICT SCHEDULE 
 
29 Aug - 01 Sep Labor Day Jamb Orlando 
19-21 Sep          Regional Fest    Panhandle 
10-12 Oct           Fall Convention Jacksonville 
06 Dec               Chapter Show    Englewood 
13 Dec               Chapter Show    Tampa Bay 
03-04 Jan          COTS                Crystal River 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Earl Moyer                     09/02 
Don Messler                  09/04 
Matt Perry                      09/05 
Eddie Mathews              09/08 
San Frankhouser           09/10 
Bill Vockell                     09/10 
Chuck Pedersen            09/12 
Alec Boriss                     09/13 
Mark Cohee                   09/14 
Lou Richardson              09/15 
Wayne Brown                09/17 
Wayne Angers               09/19 
Jack Feeney                  09/22 
Ron Moussette              09/29 
Robert Arteaga              09/30 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 
 
Fri         12 Sep              Camp Forte 
Sat       13 Sep              Camp Forte 
Sun      14 Sep              Camp Forte 
Sat       11 Oct               Fall District Contest 
Sun      21 Dec              Christmas Show 

FUND RAISING SCHEDULE 
 
Mon      01 Sep              Flashback/Mystic Orch 
Sun      14 Sep              JAGS vs Bills 
Fri         19 Sep              Prof Bull Riding 
Sat       20 Sep              Prof Bull Riding 
Sat       27 Sep              FSU vs Colorado 
Sun      28 Sep              JAGS vs Texans 
Sun      05 Oct               JAGS vs Steelers 
Sat       18 Oct               Magic vs Heat (pre) 
Sun      26 Oct               JAGS vs Browns 
Thu       30 Oct               Neil Diamond  
Sat       01 Nov              Florida vs Georgia 
Sun      16 Nov              JAGS vs Titans 
Sun      23 Nov              JAGS vs Vikings 
Sun      14 Dec              JAGS vs Packers 
Thu       18 Dec              JAGS vs Colts  
Thu       01 Jan               Gator Bowl  

NEWEST MEMBERS 
by Tim Walton 

 
             Chuck Roegiers              August   
             Dave Brosche                 June 

RECENT GUESTS 
by Tim Walton 

 
             Jason Bodie                    Ken Boggess 
             Alex Boriss                     Ross Broussard 
             Claude Cassady             Bill Davis 
             John Dawson                  Paul Dawson 
             Kevin Dean                     Woody Haynes 
             Dan Horton                     Steve Lester 
             John Lokenberg              Adam McCollugh 
             Mike Murray                    Jesse Peterson  
             Dick Remierez                Charles Roegiers 
             Frank Templo                 Matt Young 

WELCOME 
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MEET THE MEMBER MEET THE MEMBER 

Joe Howington 
 
I was born in Fort Worth in 1959 and have been 
barbershopping since 2006.  I am married and 
have 3 children.  I attended Baylor University. 
 
I have lived in Waco TX, Decatur IL, Grapevine 
TX, and Jacksonville.  Other places I’ve visited 
include Mexico, Canada, New York, and Yulee.  
Professionally I am a contract administrator, and 
have been a program manager and an account 
manager. 
 
My musical background includes high school and 
college choirs, church choir, and Texas Boys 
Choir.  When I’m not singing I like to hang out 
with my wife and kids. 
 
Besides singing, I’m really good at making peo-
ple smile.  The thing I’m most proud of is my 
three daughters. 

Michael Widman 
 
I was born in Blue Island IL in 1934 and have 
been barbershopping since 1998.  I am married 
and have 3 children and 3 grandchildren.  I at-
tended Purdue University, Ohio State University, 
Florida State University, Jacksonville University, 
and University of Northern Florida. 
 
I have lived in Indiana and Ohio.  Professionally, I 
was a teacher, and have been a mechanical en-
gineer. 
 
My musical background includes high school 
glee club, the Big O and the Mets.  When I’m not 
singing, I like to read, cook, and work on old cars. 
 
Besides singing, I’m really good at restoring auto-
mobiles and giving free advice.  The thing I’m 
most proud of is my kids, Carolyn, Mike, and 
Margaret. 



EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Article and column submissions are solicited. 
Help make this a better bulletin.  Send me stuff! 

The deadline for the Sep edition is 29 Aug. 
Items without a byline are from the Editor. 

 
The Orange Spiel 

John Alexander, Editor 
2429 Southern Links Dr 
Orange Park FL 32003 

 
johnalexander@att.net 
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DIRECTING TEAM 

Tony DeRosa 
Front Line 
Director 

Chuck Griffith 
Director 
Emeritus 

Mike Schriver 
Associate 
Director 

Jack Feeney 
Associate 
Director 

Bob Squires 
Associate 
Director 

OTHER CHAPTER LEADERS 

Bill Vockell 
Performance 
Coordinator 

Ken Moyer 
Chorus 

Manager 

Rick Pugh 
Logistics 

Team 

George Breedon 
Membership 

Team 

Dave Parker 
Youth 

In Harmony 

George Breedon 
Youth 

In Harmony 

Dick Nickel 
Grants 
Team 

Dave Parker 
Grants 
Team 

Mike Sobolewski 
Big O Bucks 
Coordinator 

John Alexander 
Bulletin 
Editor 

Rick Morin 
Big O Bucks 

Treasurer 

Barry Flynn 
Logistics 

Team 

Please dispose 
of this paper 

properly! 
 

Share it with your wife 
or significant other. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jerry Johnson 
Chapter 

President 

Bill Vockell 
VP Music & 
Performance 

Jack Feeney 
VP Marketing 

& PR 

Tim Walton 
VP 

Membership 

Ron Lendvay 
Chapter 

Treasurer 

Tim Walton 
Chapter 

Secretary 

Charlie Young 
Immediate 

Past President 

Andrew 
Wohl 

Member 

Ken Moyer 
Member 
At Large 

Mike Sobolewski 
Member 
At Large 

John Alexander 
Member 
At Large 

Thomas Freeland 
Member 
At Large 

MUSIC TEAM 

Bill Vockell 
VP Music & 
Performance 

Marc Cammer 
Lead 

Sec Ldr 

Mike Sobolewski 
Presentation 
Coordinator 

Bob Squires 
Bass 

Sec Ldr 

John Alexander 
Bass 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Imagine 100 men on the risers 

Be a singer-bringer 

Dan Proctor 
Bari 

Sec Ldr 

Bill Vockell 
Tenor 

Sec Ldr 

Dan Kulik 
Tenor 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Dan Proctor 
Learning Materials 

Coordinator 

Barry Flynn 
Lead 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Jack Feeney 
Bass 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Bob Breedon 
Bari 

Asst Sec Ldr 


