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Come Join In The 
Fun With The Big 
Orange chorus 

While I was preaching at a church in Mississippi, 
the pastor announced that their prison quartet 
would be singing the following evening. I wasn't 
aware there was a prison in the vicinity and I 
looked forward to hearing them. 
 
The next evening, I was puzzled when four mem-
bers of the church approached the stage. Then 
the pastor introduced them. 
 
"This is our prison quartet," he said. "Behind a few 
bars and always looking for the key." 

BACH FUGUE IN D MINOR 
by Dr Steven Crist 

Chair, Music Dept, Emory University 
 

W 
ell, it turns out that the Big Orange 
Chorus's Fugue in D minor is actually 
Bach's arrangement of a piece by 
Vivaldi. From 1708-1717 Bach served 

as organist at the court in Weimar. During that 
time, the young Prince Johann Ernst of Saxe-
Weimar traveled to the Netherlands for a study 
trip. While he was there, he purchased a copy of 
Vivaldi's Opus 3, a set of concertos published in 
Amsterdam in 1711. When he returned to Weimar, 
around 1714, the Prince asked the court organist 
(Bach) to transcribe some of these works for solo 
organ. Bach made arrangements of three Vivaldi 
concertos, plus two arrangements of concertos by 
the Prince himself. 
 
The Fugue in D minor is part of the second move-
ment of Bach's transcription for solo organ of 
Vivaldi's Concerto in D minor for 2 violins, cello, 
and string orchestra (Op. 3, no. 11). The transcrip-
tion is listed in the catalog of Bach's works as 
BWV 596. 



Jacksonville FL              Big Orange Chorus              June 2008 
Page 2 

VOCAL EDUCATION SERIES 
Part 3  Vocal Technic: Fact or Fiction? 

by René Torres 
Masters Of Harmony Chorus 
via The Voice of Rushmore 

 
[In the first two articles of this series, we dealt 
with warming up the vocal mechanism and 
breathing efficiently as we sing. This part will deal 
with singing efficiently.] 
 

B 
efore you ask the question, yes, technic 
is a word. It is just as valid as technique. 
In music education circles, mostly eccen-
tric European, technic is used as a catch-

all word for the study of voice placement and 
tone production. 
 
Sergius Kagen, a veritable institution at the Julli-
ard School of Music, once stated that the aim of 
vocal technic is “to enable the singer to produce, 
at will and with reasonable ease, sounds of 
specified pitch, duration, quality, volume, color, 
etc.” (Yes, he called it technic, too). Given this 
definition, we can see that the study of technic is 
of primary importance to all singers, no matter 
what genre is being sung. The reason is that, 
whether opera or barbershop, the techniques for 
developing an efficient voice are fundamentally 
the same. An efficient voice can either pierce 
through a 75-piece orchestra or blend with l00 
voices in whisper-quiet tones. 
 
Tonal efficiency 
 
The quest for a beautiful voice has been the sub-
ject of many a treatise and lively discussion. Any 
time you deal with a subjective term such as 
beauty, opinions can vary widely. Efficiency, 
however, is another matter. Efficiency in vocal 
production causes relaxation in tonal production 
which, in turn, produces a natural sound. 
 
Consistency leads to efficient singing. This 
means that every time a given pitch is sung at a 
given volume, it should be sung the same way 
every time. When we speak, we don’t think of a 
meaning and then find a word sound for it. 
Rather, we have a merged image in our minds of 

a meaning and a word sound. There should be 
no distinction between the meaning and the 
sound. Therefore, the goal of the singer should 
be to achieve a consolidation of lyrics and music 
when learning a song. One should approach the 
process of learning a song like learning a new 
language. 
 
Emotions and sounds 
 
In the case of a spoken language, the effort is 
much less, of course. First, you have been 
speaking for a long time, and you do it every day. 
It has become second nature. Also, you use 
emotional nuances (inflections) as added effects, 
and they are not always the same each time. For 
example, you could say the word “love” forty 
times, and each time the inflection imparted by 
the emotions would vary depending on the cir-
cumstances. In essence, you have a file in your 
brain of words/sounds and a separate one for 
emotions/inflections. These are combined as the 
need dictates. 
 
You don’t have that privilege when singing a 
song. Sure you can mix and match these files, 
but you should be aware of maintaining pitch, 
forming vowels, and controlling volumes. Beyond 
this, you have little control over the timing of 
these items because it is usually better to sing 
the same thing at the same time as everyone 
else around you. Right! 
 
An important milestone 
 
Success in your vocal development will come 
when you consistently imagine sounds at will. 
 
Truly polished singers imagine these characteris-
tics and, moreover, they have the ability to add 
the full complexity of the sound: color, timber, 
quality, intensity and resonance. 
 
When the average barbershopper is confronted 
with this mind-numbing array of things to do at 
once, his usual reaction is to learn the words and 
music, and leave the rest to chance. As you have 
probably guessed, that is not enough. 
 
A work of art 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

 
A song is a piece of art composed with the inten-
tion that it be performed. As a whole work, a 
song, if properly composed, is an embodiment of 
a complete idea. Therefore, it is the duty of the 
interpreter to adhere as closely as possible to the 
composer’s concept. The singer’s flexibility with 
the piece is therefore restricted. Large egos not-
withstanding, singers are tools of the composer 
and are what bring about fruition of the piece. 
Granted, the performer can take liberties, but the 
composer pretty much “calls the shots.” 
 
The key to efficient singing 
 
Learn the “language” of the song and imprint it in 
your mind so you can sing it the same way every 
time. In the case of a chorus member, chances 
are the director will go through these steps and 
give you the overall “feel” for the song through 
directions and instructions. In any case, try the 
following steps yourself, and it will probably be 
easier for you to interpret the song as you are 
directed. 
 
1. First, sit down and read the lyrics. Get a feel 
for what the composer is trying to convey. Try to 
visualize the setting the lyrics refer to and under-
stand what the composer is trying to say in con-
text of that setting. This will give you a basic idea 
of the meaning of the song. For example, if the 
song was composed for a movie, see the movie 
and note how it ties into the overall story. The 
same is true for a musical, etc. 
 
2. Play or hear the music without looking at the 
lyrics. Let your mind form its own opinion of the 
feelings it evokes. This is sometimes called 
“seeing a tone poem.” Place these evoked feel-
ings in the context of the song’s era and recon-
cile your emotions with the rest of the informa-
tion.  Then, read the lyrics as you hear the music, 
and see how each complements the other. Now 
you can begin to sing the piece and see how you 
can add your talents to those of the composer. 

As you sing, try for an overall “imprinting” of all 
the characteristics you feel. 
 
Songs take on a character of their own as you 
delve deeper into their inner workings. If you take 
the time to learn the language of music and prac-
tice consistently, it will make for a more efficient 
voice. 
 
Form a mental image 
 
Notice there has been no mention of the me-
chanical aspects of singing. This is because, as 
mentioned in a previous article, the emphasis 
should be on proper breathing. To emphasize 
mechanical approaches to singing tends to pro-
duce singers that are more conscious of their 
muscular activities than the mental sound image. 
If you spend more time thinking about where your 
tongue should be, this detracts from the mental 
picture you should be having. The good thing 
about having a proper, precise and consistent 
mental image is that the body will put the tongue 
where it needs to be without you consciously tell-
ing it where to go. The same thing is true for the 
rest of your body parts. Concentrate on the mind 
and the body will follow. People have become 
scratch golfers by playing golf in their heads as 
much as on the course. Singing is no different. 
 

Be confident 
 
You have to be confident in yourself—and re-
laxed and comfortable with your technique—to 
imagine yourself “naked” on stage. That’s a lot to 
ask for, but if you think about it, aren’t you “laying 
yourself bare” every time you sing? If you aren’t, 
you’re not giving your all, and it will show. 

Never be afraid to try something new. 
 
Remember that a lone amateur built the Ark. 
 
A very large group of professionals built the Ti-
tanic. 

VOCAL EDUCATION SERIES 
Part 3 (continued) 

Q. How do you tell when your Lead singer is at 
the door? 
 
A. He can’t find the key and doesn’t know when 
to come in. 
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HOMECOMING 
by Tim Walton 

 
THERE’S MORE TO "HOMECOMING"  

THAN JUST COMING HOME  
 

T 
he Society theme for 2008 is 
"Homecoming" an absolutely natural 
celebration for our Nashville convention, 
the opening of our Society Headquarters 

and the 70th Birthday of our Society. The stars 
are in alignment and now we need to reap the 
benefits. I would like to see the Big O run one or 
more of these in 2008. If any of these ideas 
seems to make a lot of sense to you, please let 
me know. I am particularly interested in those of 
you that might be willing to chair one or more of 
these great ideas from the Society.  
 
This is a spectacular opportunity to use the syn-
ergy that these international level events offer at 
your local level. When your chapter and district 
adopts the theme, they have a instant elevator 
speech about homecoming! "We’re celebrating a 
homecoming right here in the Big Orange Chap-
ter so that everyone can experience the excite-
ment that is happening throughout Barbershop 
Harmony." And then tell them what is going on in 
your chapter and across the Society.  
 
Think of the possibilities of the activities that 
could occur in the Chapter and/or Districts! Dis-
tricts should plan "really special" activities at 
Spring and Fall conventions creating a true 
"Homecoming". Central States could plan a 
"HOMECOMING" in the hotel where the Society 
Founders met in Kansas City, the Northbrook 
Chapter could truly "Bring Him Home", and every 
chapter could go back to their roots and cele-
brate a home coming.  
 
Think of the possibilities:  
 
Reunions  
 
Award /Recognition Dinners  
 
Annual Show (Homecoming Chorus segment)  
 
Past Presidents Recognition  

 
Golf Tournaments  
 
Social Nights with pictures, slide shows, old 
movies, etc.  
 
Inter Chapter activities like we did in the old 
days.  
 
Homecoming Week-end (Friday night and Sat-
urday with planned activities, special room 
rates, Brunch, Supper with quartet and/or 
Chorus entertainment)  
 
Hall of Fame Homecoming  
 
Decade Reunions 30’s – 40’s – 50’s – 60’s – 
etc.  
 
Anniversary Homecoming 10 years – 15 – 
20 – 30 – 40 – etc.  
 
Get on board! Let’s celebrate and let’s have 
some fun.  
 
To give you a boost in that direction, the Mem-
bership Committee developed a "HOMECOMING 
TOOL KIT" with ideas and programs that are 
geared toward FUN and GROWTH.  
 
Pick one of the ideas or make up your own! But 
do celebrate Homecoming in 2008. 
 
Please let me know if any of these seems to 
make particular sense to you. I am looking for 
volunteers who would be willing to take one of 
these (or more) ideas and run with it, please let 
me know. 
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CALLING ALL JUNE-AUGUST 

15 RENEWALS! 

from Livewire 

Y 
our renewal invoices have been printed, 
but by now you may know that you can 
renew online at https://ebiz.barbershop.
org/ebusiness  

 
If you are due to renew any time from now until 
August 15, you can now log in and renew your 
online invoice. 
 
Login is easy, just follow these instructions: 
 
o Click the Ebiz web link above. 
 
o Enter your Member Number and Password to 
log in. 
 
§ If you have never logged in to Ebiz, you will 
need to set up a NEW password. To do that, click 
on “forgot your password? Click here!” 
 
§ Enter your member number, then submit 
 
§ Enter your Activation code, then submit. If you 
don’t know this code, simply click the link to have 
your code emailed to you. 
 
§ Once your Code is entered, CREATE the new 
password, even if you had an old password in 
Members Only. 
 
o Once you’re logged in, click on the Big Red 
button that says “Click here to RENEW”. 
 
o Still having problems? Email member-
ship@barbershop.org and we’ll help. 
 
Prefer not to renew online? No problem! Your 
paper invoice will arrive shortly. 
 
Online renewal simply makes the entire process 
faster (around 2-3 weeks quicker) 
 
Thanks for renewing and being a part of preserv-
ing Barbershop Harmony! 

T 
he  (E.E.A.) 
Employment 
E n j o ym e n t 
Agency has 

openings for these 
positions: 

 
LEAD, Personality ~ 
A leader who takes 
control of a song, delivers a message from the 
heart. Must be accurate, consistent and believ-
able, have expressive face and hands.  Must not 
forget lyrics! 
 
BASS,  Personality ~ Willing and able to support 
a lead, keeping him grounded.  Must not punch 
phrases but flow with the lead. Once in a great 
while he may solo with “bm, bm, bm, bm” 
 
TENOR,  Personality ~ Soft, shining characteris-
tics which help brighten the lead.  Must add a 
feminine touch to the sound of the ensemble. 
(Without overdoing it!) 
 
BARI, Personality ~ Usually bi-polar! His dual na-
ture serves to enhance the bass with his low 
notes, to complement lead and tenor in his high 
notes and round out the overall sound.  Must be 
resilient enough to stomach disparaging com-
ments about his demanding role. These remarks 
usually stem from jealousy among the other three 
parts. 
 
REMUNERATION ~ The priceless reward is the 
ecstasy of singing barbershop harmony!  And the 
joy of pleasing an audience. On the job training 
available. 

EMPLOYMENT ENJOYMENT 

AGENCY 
by Mo Trudel 

Englewood FL Chapter 
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LET’S GO TO 

NASHVILLE IN JULY! 
by Bill Biffle 

 

W 
e’re all going to get a nice check from 
Uncle Sam in a few weeks – I hear it’s 
gonna be $600 per! Why not spend it 
on a trip to attend the International 

BHS Convention in our new headquarters city, 
Nashville, Tennessee, in early July? If you have-
n’t been to an International Convention in a 
while – or ever – you’ll be surprised at all the fun 
you can have there. Let’s look at a few of the 
contents of this week: 
 
Wednesday, July 3 – quartet quarterfinals – two 
rounds! At least 50 of the world’s best quartets 
will sing in the first, two session contest round. 
They’re all very good – most must have earned 
an average score of 76 from their district prelimi-
nary contest – and they’re entertaining and fun, 
too! This is the round where you scope out your 
favorites, discover some surprises, and marvel at 
the variety and quality of the best quartets our 
Society has to offer. 
 
Thursday, July 4 – The quartet semi-finals! The 
twenty highest-scoring quartets from Wednesday 
will compete again to determine which groups will 
advance to the Saturday finals. You’ll have identi-
fied some of your personal favorites by now and 
one or two quartets will have electrified the house 
on Wednesday – started a “buzz” with some spe-
cial performance. Everyone will have his opinion 
as to who is in the lead – or maybe it’ll be too 
close to call! Thursday evening is the Association 
of International Champions show. This show is 
always a barn burner, featuring all of the past In-
ternational Champion Quartets who are still 
around and kicking. They honor the champs from 
25 and 50 years 
ago, too! 
 
Friday, July 5 — Chorus day! Thirty of the best 
choruses in the world will vie for medals, includ-
ing the championship gold. Dancing, singing, 
staging – it’s the greatest barbershop chorus 
show on earth! One you simply can’t find any-
where else in the world. At the end of the day, 

some happy fellows – and their families and well-
wishers – will be deliriously proud of having been 
named “Chorus Champions” for 2008 and will 
proudly sport medals on their chest to prove it to 
the world forevermore. 
 
Saturday, July 5 – the BIG DAY! In the morning, 
it’s the College Quartet Contest. These young 
men will inspire and entertain you with their en-
ergy, their skill, and their love of the style. It’s 
truly an uplifting event. Then in the afternoon, 
there’s the World Harmony Jamboree – barber-
shop groups of all types, from all around the 
world, singing and dancing on stage. Later in the 
afternoon, it’s the Harmony Foundation Interna-
tional Show. A chance to hear a little bit of other 
a cappella styles in the midst of the greatest bar-
bershop week of the year. This year, the headlin-
ers for this show – which raises funds for youth 
outreach, music education, and other outreach 
efforts on behalf of the BHS – are The Real 
Group. One of the best professional a cappella 
groups in the world will inspire and amaze you 
with their skill and the beauty of this music. Add 
to this the wonderful Voices of Lee from Lee Uni-
versity, our 2007 Silver Medalist Chorus Ambas-
sadors of Harmony, AND our first ever "Youth 
Chorus Champions" The Marcsmen! And you 
can easily see that this, too, is a “don’t miss” for 
every convention goer. 
 
And FINALLY, it’s the QUARTET FINALS. The 
top ten scoring ensembles from the first two 
rounds will compete for the most coveted award 
in Barbershop, that of “International Quartet 
Champion.” This is the best of the best of the cur-
rent crop of ensembles practicing the basic es-
sence of our beloved musical style, the quartet. 
Cheer for them all – a little more lustily, perhaps, 
for your favorites – and welcome our new 
champs into the pantheon of International Quar-
tet Champions. 
 
Sunday, July 6 – sleep late, eat a hearty break-
fast and wend your happy way home. This morn-
ing you’ll bask in the glow of the best week of 
barbershop music you’ve ever experienced. 
 
If all that’s not enough, there are classes, gospel 
sings, mass sings, the biggest Harmony Market-

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

place ever, and thousands of barbershoppers to 
sing with in the lobbies, hallways, garages, and 
restaurants. You’ve been working on those Bar-
berpole Cat songs, here’s your chance to sing 
them with someone other than the usual sus-
pects at chapter meetings. 
 
It’s Homecoming in Nashville in 2008. Come see 
your new Society headquarters while you’re in 
town. 

LET’S GO TO NASHVILLE IN JULY! 

(cont) 

COME HOME TO NASHVILLE 
by Bill Biffle 

 

W 
hile you’re in Nashville to attend our 

International Convention in July (see 

the article on page 6) or any other 

time, for that matter, stop by to see 

your new Society headquarters. During the con-

vention guided tours will be conducted – check 
out the latest Harmonizer for sign-up details. Any 

other time, stop by and make yourself at home. 

The staff will welcome you with a smile and, if 

you like, a song in the new Tag Chamber. 

 

The outside of this building at 110 7th St. North – 
right in the heart of things in downtown – has 
been beautifully renovated according to a design 

from one of the “landmark” architects in the 

Southeastern US. Many architectural design fea-

tures will testify to our presence inside, including 

four stainless steel columns representing barber-

poles and the four parts of our chords. A 25’ x 

30’ scrim of the famous Norman Rockwell paint-

ing of the quartet in the old barbershop graces the 

side of the building. 

 

The first thing you’ll notice upon entering 

through the steel gates – which carry the original 
logo below our new logo on the façade above – 
is an outside tag chamber. Stop here and ring a 

chord or two with three other barbershoppers – 

there’re a multitude of aural experiences to be 

had in this acoustically perfect atrium. 

The entry is impressive. A full collage mural 

showing barbershoppers, past and present, doing 

what we love to do most – sing – in on the long 
wall to  our right. Straight ahead is a spiral stair-

case with a barberpole center, with a hand rail 

representing the five lines of the music staff. This 

travels up past an impressive “Wall of Champi-

ons” showcasing every quartet champion in our 

69 year history. In the lobby, too, you’ll find a 

very nice gift show and some displays showing 

the concept we have for the interactive exhibit 

area to be located on this floor.  

 

The rest of the building houses Harmony Market-

place – our “company store” and the offices of 
our staff. You’ll be impressed – and proud – of 
the space we’ve created for the wonderful folk 

who work for us. It’s truly a landmark in down-

town Nashville of which we can all be proud. So, 

come on down! It’s your building, take pride in 

it. 
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A MESSAGE  

BY GEORGE CARLIN 
from By-Lines 

St Louis Suburban Chapter 
 

Isn't it amazing that George Carlin - co-
median of the 70's and 80's - could write 
something so very eloquent...and so very 
appropriate. 
 

T 
he paradox of our time in history is that 
we have taller buildings but shorter tem-
pers, wider Freeways , but narrower 
viewpoints. We spend more, but have 

less, we buy more, but enjoy less. We have big-
ger houses and smaller families, more conven-
iences, but less time. We have more degrees but 
less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, 
more experts, yet more problems, more medi-
cine, but less wellness. 
 
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too 
recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too 
angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too 
little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom. 
 
We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced 
our values. We talk too much, love too seldom, 
and hate too often. 
 
We've learned how to make a living, but not a 
life. We've added years to life not life to years. 
We've been all the way to the moon and back, 
but have trouble crossing the street to meet a 
new neighbor. We conquered outer space but not 
inner space. We've done larger things, but not 
better things. 
 
We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. 
We've conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. 
We write more, but learn less. We plan more, but 
accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not 
to wait. We build more computers to hold more 
information, to produce more copies than ever, 
but we communicate less and less. 
 
These are the times of fast foods and slow diges-
tion, big men and small character, steep profits 

and shallow relationships. These are the days of 
two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, 
but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, 
disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one 
night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do 
everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time 
when there is much in the showroom window and 
nothing in the stockroom. A time when technol-
ogy can bring this letter to you, and a time when 
you can choose either to share this insight, or to 
just hit delete… 
 
Remember; spend some time with your loved 
ones, because they are not going to be around 
forever. 
 
Remember, say a kind word to someone who 
looks up to you in awe, because that little person 
soon will grow up and leave your side. 
 
Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next 
to you, because that is the only treasure you can 
give with your heart and it doesn't cost a cent. 
 
Remember, to say, 'I love you' to your partner 
and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A 
kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it 
comes from deep inside of you. 
 
Remember to hold hands and cherish the mo-
ment for someday that person will not be there 
again. 
 
Give time to love, give time to speak! And give 
time to share the precious thoughts in your mind. 
 
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
Life is not measured by the number of breaths 
we take, but by the moments that take our breath 
away. 
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REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 
Thu       05 Jun      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    09 Jun      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       19 Jun      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       26 Jun      San Jose Church of Christ 
 
Thu       03 Jul      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       10 Jul      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    14 Jul      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       24 Jul      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       31 Jul      San Jose Church of Christ 
 
Thu       07 Aug      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       14 Aug      San Jose Church of Christ 
Thu       21 Aug      San Jose Church of Christ 
Mon*    25 Aug      San Jose Church of Christ 

DISTRICT SCHEDULE 
 
29 Jun - 05 Jul  International      Nashville 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Keith Kempster              06/04 
Jerry Johnson                06/06 
Larry Nussmeyer           06/08 
John Humble                  06/11 
Ralph Theiman              06/16 
Rob VandeVere              06/17 
Howdy Russell III           06/22 
Tony Hassert                 06/25 

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 
 
Sat       28 Jun               Annual Show 

FUND RAISING SCHEDULE 
 
Sat       14 June              Rowdy Frynds Tour  
Tue       22 July              Bryan Adams 
Sun      27 July              Brooks & Dunn 
Sat       09 Aug              JAGS vs Falcons 
Sat       16 Aug              JAGS vs Dolphins  
Sat       30 Aug              Kenny Chesney 
Sun      14 Sep              JAGS vs Bills 
Fri         19 Sep              Prof Bull Riding 
Sat       20 Sep              Prof Bull Riding 
Sat       27 Sep              FSU vs Colorado 
Sun      28 Sep              JAGS vs Texans 
Sun      05 Oct               JAGS vs Steelers  
Sun      26 Oct               JAGS vs Browns 
Thu       30 Oct               Neil Diamond  
Sat       01 Nov              Florida vs Georgia 
Sun      16 Nov              JAGS vs Titans 
Sun      23 Nov              JAGS vs Vikings 
Sun      14 Dec              JAGS vs Packers 
Thu       18 Dec              JAGS vs Colts  
Thu       01 Jan               Gator Bowl  

NEWEST MEMBERS 
by Tim Walton 

 
             Joe Murrell                      February 
             Howdy Russell III            February 
             Dave Medvidofsky          January 
             Rob VendeVere              January 

RECENT GUESTS 
by Tim Walton 

 
             Christian Barbenec         Jason Boddie 
             David Brosche                Claud Cassady 
             Bill Davis                         Kevin Dean 
             John Lokenburg              Mike Murray 
             Crain Parker                   Jesse Peterson 
             Jeff Walton 



Jacksonville FL              Big Orange Chorus              June 2008 
Page 10 

MEET THE MEMBER MEET THE MEMBER 

George “Gabby”  Breedon 
 
I was born in Tampa in 1952 and have been bar-
bershopping since 1996.  I am in a committed 
relationship and have 3 children and 2 grandchil-
dren.  I attended FCCJ and Florida State Univer-
sity. 
 
I have lived in Tallahassee, Jacksonville, and Or-
ange Park.  Other places I’ve visited include 
some really odd ones, including a few jails. 
 
My musical background includes a family culture 
of song all my life.  Professionally, I am an Inter-
national Salesman for a Hardware Distributor in 
Knoxville, covering the Caribbean, West Indies, 
and Lithuania.  I have been a hardware sales 
manager for other companies as well.  However 
I’ve always had an ambition towards Gynecology. 
 
When I’m not singing, I love to play golf, and 
since I work from home I’m usually available at 
the drop of a hat.  Besides singing I’m most 
adept at communicating and making new friends. 
The thing I’m most proud of is my children.  While 
coaching Pop Warner Football for 26 years I 
coached two National Championship teams.  It’s 
fun to watch guys you coached play on Sunday. 
 
The wildest thing I’ve ever done was step out of a 
perfectly good airplane at 12,500 feet on Dad’s 
80th birthday. 

Howland “Howdy” Russell 
 
I was born in Columbus Ohio in 2960, and have 
been barbershopping since 2007.  I am married 
and 3 children and 2 grandchildren.  I attended 
Lawrence Academy and Gettysburg College. 
 
I have lived in Japan, Texas, New Mexico, Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, Massachusetts, and 
Belgium.  Other places I’ve visited include 
Europe, Mexico, all 50 states, and Callahan. 
 
My musical background includes singing in quar-
tets and coed groups since 1975.  Professionally, 
I am a Public Speaker and a Partner in a restora-
tion/reconstruction firm.  I have been a Chief Op-
erating Officer for a restaurant company, and a 
PE teacher and coach. 
 
When I’m not singing, I like to play sportsw, 
laugh, and learn.  Besides singing, I’m good at 
problem solving.  The thing I’m most proud of is 
snagging a gig singing the National Anthem at a 
Jaguars game by leaving a demo tape in Delores 
Weaver’s Mercedes. 
 
The wildest thing I’ve done is singing the National 
Anthem at a Jaguars game after never getting it 
right at any of the rehearsals.  My most embar-
rassing moment is singing God Is Good in front 
of 2000 church goers with my zipper down and 
my shirttail peaking out. 



ARTICLES 
 
Article and column submissions are solicited. 
Help make this a better bulletin.  Send me stuff! 
The deadline for the July edition is 28 June. 
Items without a byline are from the Editor. 
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DIRECTING TEAM 

Tony DeRosa 
Front Line 
Director 

Chuck Griffith 
Director 
Emeritus 

Mike Schriver 
Associate 
Director 

Jack Feeney 
Associate 
Director 

Bob Squires 
Associate 
Director 

OTHER CHAPTER LEADERS 

Bill Vockell 
Performance 
Coordinator 

Ken Moyer 
Chorus 
Manager 

Rick Pugh 
Logistics 
Team 

George Breedon 
Membership 

Team 

Dave Parker 
Youth 

In Harmony 

George Breedon 
Youth 

In Harmony 

Dick Nickel 
Grants 
Team 

Dave Parker 
Grants 
Team 

Mike Sobolewski 
Big O Bucks 
Coordinator 

John Alexander 
Bulletin 
Editor 

Rick Morin 
Big O Bucks 
Treasurer 

Bulletins belong to 

the chapter, not the 

editor, so submit 

something please. 

Barry Flynn 
Logistics 
Team 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jerry Johnson 
Chapter 
President 

Bill Vockell 
VP Music & 
Performance 

Jack Feeney 
VP Marketing 

& PR 

Tim Walton 
VP 

Membership 

Ron Lendvay 
Chapter 
Treasurer 

 
Chapter 
Secretary 

Charlie Young 
Immediate 

Past President 

Bill Vockell 
Member 
At Large 

Ken Moyer 
Member 
At Large 

Mike Sobolewski 
Member 
At Large 

John Alexander 
Member 
At Large 

Mike Ward 
Member 
At Large 

MUSIC TEAM 

Bill Vockell 
VP Music & 
Performance 

Marc Cammer 
Lead 
Sec Ldr 

Mike Schriver 
Lead 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Bob Squires 
Bass 
Sec Ldr 

John Alexander 
Bass 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Imagine 100 men on the risers 

Be a singer-bringer 

Dan Proctor 
Bari 

Sec Ldr 

Bill Vockell 
Tenor 
Sec Ldr 

Dan Kulik 
Tenor 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Dan Proctor 
Learning Materials 

Coordinator 

Barry Flynn 
Lead 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Jack Feeney 
Bass 

Asst Sec Ldr 

Bob Breedon 
Bari 

Asst Sec Ldr 


